Notes on phonology 

The following notes are meant to be of help in understanding the writing 
system used in the lexicon. Dc speakers may be divided into two 
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demographically defined classes on account of distinctions mad^ in the use 
of the consonant system. Class A consists of those people using all 
consonants listed in the chart below. Class B has a reduced system, lacking 
the six consonants printed in parentheses, but having the consonant [j] 
instead. Virtually all Ik bom before 1940 belong to class A, while class B 
speakers are bom after 1950. Ik people bom between 1940 and 1950 may 
belong to either class, although they are more likely to belong to B. The 
consonants of Ik are: 



Bilabial 
Plosive 


Labio- 
dental 


Dental Alveolar 
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Liquid 
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Semivowels 
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Glot. 



The difference between the consonant systems of classes A and B can be 
described thus: Speakers of B have largely given up all ejective, lateral, and 
voiced fricative consonants in favour of implosive stops, palatal phonemes, 
and voiceless fricatives, respectively. Thus we find the following consonant 
correspondences : 



Phonemes 


Example 


;s 




A B 


Class A 


Class B 




tr i 

ts'i 


tl'a'bii^wa 
ts'an 


jaBii^wa 
jan 


'guinea-fowl' 
'louse' 


^ ^ 


zekw 


se^w 


'to sit' 


i sh,i 

\ h 


h-am 


r)ish- 
hi-am 


'be strong' 
'foreigner' 


b/ he word-, 


iyo 


heo 


'cow' 


initially 
y word- 


iiye-i 


ye-i 


'I know' 


intemally 
z s 


zm 


sm, zm 


'zebra' 



JJllUl VVAUVtlV/ll 
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Fxirthermore, in a sequence of two glottalized stops, the second tends to be 
replaced by a glottal stop with class B speakers, but rarely with class A 
speakers, e.g. 

Class A Class B 

nkak-ia tobog n^a^-ia/n^a'-ia toborj 

'I eat food, maize mush' 

The speech behaviour described here is that of class A speakers. The use of 
consonants of class B speakers can be derived on the basis of the above 
correspondences. 

B speakers tend to comment on this distinction by saying that old people 
"talk with a big tongue", or do not know how to "talk properly". In any case, 
each of the two groups has some consonants that the other group lacks, viz.: 

A speakers: ts', tVX ty? ^(j z) 
B speakers: sh [= /] 

Notes on pronunciation 

(1) In fluent speech, the consonants k, t and ts occurring in case and 
tense-aspect suffixes or enclitics are deleted except in sentence-final 
position. 

(2) Voiced obstruents are devoiced before pause and devoiced vowels. 

(3) Before voiceless sounds or pause, c is frequently replaced by k. 

(4) There is no phonetic contrast between r and rr word-initially and 
word-finally, where both are long and partly devoiced. Word-interally, 
however, the two are clearly distinguished. 

(5) n is realized as a velar nasal [rj] preceding velar consonants. 

nlcak [gkak*] 'food' 

(6) Word-initially, y is pronoimced as a soimd intermediate between a 
palatal semivowel and a voiced glottal fricative. 

(7) If a word ends in a vowel followed by a devoiced vowel then there tends 
to be some aspiration before the devoiced vowel: 

ze [ze**"] 'big' 

gwa [gwa*"*] 'bird' 

(8) Glottal consonants (h, ') tend to be voiced (cf. Tucker 1971-3:342). 
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(9) The voiced lateral fricative (ly) is described by Crazzolara (1967:5) as a 
voiced velar fricative (y). 

(10) There is also an aspirated semivowel [hw]: hwe-es 'to butcher an 
animal' (vs. wees 'to harvest'). Since it is only this word that has been fovmd 
to have such a semivowel, and since Piw] can optionally be replaced by w, I 
have not added it to the table of vowels or consonants. 



Ik has a system of cross-height vowel harmony, involving two sets of five 
vowels each. The difference between these sets has been described as one 
between open and closed vowels (Heine 1975/6). More likely, however, the 
distinction is one based on the feature advanced tongue root (cf. Rottland 
1996), where one set is pronounced with an advanced tongue root (+ATR) 
and the other with a retracted tongue root position (-ATR). The following 
vowel symbols are used for these two sets: 

[-ATR] [+ATR] 

I u i u 

e e o 

a a 

No phonetic difference has been found between the two a-vowels, and they 
will therefore not be distinguished in the orthography used here. With regard 
to their vowel harmony behaviour, however, they must be distinguished 
since they may trigger either open or closed harmony, e.g. 



[-AIR] 




[+A1R] 




tsam-i 


'I love' 


ts'ab-i 


'I hate' 


tsam-fd 


'you love' 


ts'ib-id 


'you hate' 


tsam-fsm 


'we (in) love' 


ts'ab-isin 


'we (in) hate' 



Vowels may be either short or long. In addition, there are five devoiced 
vowels (marked by raised vowel symbols: '////), called "shadow vowels" 
by Tucker (1971-73:342). They are confined to the word-final position. In 
fluent speech they are replaced by short vowels, except at the end of a 
sentence: 

Ra-e ho-e na ze! 'Go to the big house!' 

go-IMP house-GOA RELbig 

ka-*! 'Go!' 

go-IMP 



Introduction i/ 

By far the most frequently used devoiced vowel is ['], probably due to the 
fact that almost all unmarked verb and noun forms end in this vowel. Nouns 
in the nominative case, for example, have a final ["]. There are only few 
words having an inherent devoiced vowel other than [*]. 

Devoiced vowels are deleted after nasals, r, rr, and s in the speech of the 
large majority of Ik people (see above). For a number of people, this 
deletion rule does not apply after s. Furthermore, a few informants, all 
belonging to class A, consistently pronounce devoiced vowels after all 
consonants including nasals, r, rr and s. hi the following chapters, these 
vowels are therefore marked even if they are not pronounced by the larger 
part of Ik people. However, since the occurrence of the devoiced vowel [*] is 
predictable, the vowel is not written, unless there are specific reasons to do 
so. 

The following are perhaps the main notes on the pronuncation of vowels 
that need to be taken into accoimt: 

(1) Following alveo-palatal consonants or preceding r, vowels tend to be 
centralized. 

(2) Sentence-internally there are the following rules of regressive vowel 
assimilation in fluent speech; 

a-*-e > ee 
a + o > 00 
e + a > aa 
e + o > 00 

(3) i/i is usually, for some speakers obligatorily, replaced by u/u preceding 

oh. 

(4) The vowels i/i are followed by a palatal glide if immediately followed by 
a vowel other than i/i; 

i- ata ... [iyiXk] 'they are...' 

be-they 

(5) If preceded by i and followed by pause, i is pronounced as a voiceless 
palatal glide: 

nlc-i-i [iJci9] 'I eat regularly' 

(6) If two different vowels immediately follow one another then the second 
tends to be lengthened. 

The treatment of tone in the present study is preliminary. Especially the 
verbal tone system is highly complex and requires a more detailed treatment. 
That tone is lexically distinctive can be seen from minimal pairs like the 
following: 



lO 






uiuuuuuuun 


taton 


'chin' 


tat-on 


'to spit' 


diib-i 


'I catch' 


dub-i 


'I mould' 


hab 


'it is hot' 


hab 


'honey hole' 


s5k 


iong calabash' 


SDk 


'root, foot of animal' 



The present observations on tone differ in the following point from those 
made by Tucker ( 197 1-73 :342flf,): Tucker argues that there are three 
significant tone levels and he distinguishes the following six tones (1971- 

73:343): 



High 

Mid 

Low 



High-falling 

Mid-falling 

Rising 



We have foimd no evidence to suggest that there are more than two distinct 
tone levels. It would seem that the tones distinguished by Tucker can be 
reduced to two tonemes: high and low. The high tone is marked with an 
accent aigu (e.g. a), while the low tone is left unmarked (a) except in cases 
where there are reasons to mark it, for example, for disambiguation (a). 

A low tone is realized as mid if followed by a high tone in the same word. 
The mid tone is retained even when the high tone is deleted due to 
word-final devoicing, e.g. 



Mid (unmarked) 


Low (accent grave) 


cek/ceki- 


' woman' 


r66/r66a- 'people' 


im/ima- 


'child' 


bos/bosi- 'ear' 


wik/v^ce- 


'children' 


lod/loda- 'bushy end of trail' 


tsad7tsadi- 


'fire' 


dzar/dzara- 'tick bird' 


fet/fetii- 


'sun' 


dau/dauu- 'knife' 


kwEt/kweta- 


'hand' 




gwas/gwasa 


'stone' 




zm/zma- 


'zebra' 




muce/mucee- 


'path, road' 


saba/s£lbaa- 'river' 


sawat/sawatD- 


'shoulder (bladey 


asak/asaka- ('house) door' 


bakuts/bakutsi- 


'chest' 


gasar/gasara- 'bxiflfalo' 



High-falling tones are allotones of the high tone phoneme, occurring before 
low tones which are deleted due to devoicing in word- final position, e.g. 



High 

gok/rjoki- 

der/d(6r6- 


'dog' 
'rat' 


High-falling 

sed/sedi- 

ed/6di- 


' field, garden 
'name' 


tsuts/tsutsa- 
mAo/maoo- 


'fly' 
'lion' 


idw/ido- 
ragw/rago- 


'milk' 
'ox' 
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In the same way as in nominal structure is the presence of high-falling tones 
indicative of an underlying sequence high-low in verbal paradigms, where 
the low tone belongs to a devoiced vowel segment: 

Underlying form Phonetic presentation 

*rfi'l'-ida qi'Wd 'you are strong' 

*rfrf-ita r)i'i-it 'you (pi.) are strong' 

The occurrence of tones is not confined to vowels, nasals may as well carry 
tones, e.g. 

rici-k* 'to me' 

htsi-k* 'to him' 

In addition to the two tonemes, there is a down step unit, which is marked by 
an exclamation mark (!) wherever it has been recorded. 
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